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PRELUDE 

 

PROCESSION WITH PALMS* 

 

P: Will you follow? Will you lay down your coat? 

Will you lay down something important? Will you shout “Hosanna”? 

Will you join the parade? Will you sing, even if your throat is hoarse? 

Will you cut down a palm branch? Will you wave it in the air? 

Will you follow the one riding on a donkey? 

Will you let this good news inspire you to act? 

C: We will. We will sing. We will pay close attention. 

We will worship. We will follow. 

P: Hosanna in the highest!  

C: Hosanna in the highest.  

 

PROCESSIONAL READING:  MATTHEW 21: 1-11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village 

ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; 

untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 

‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,  humble and 

mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 

donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very 

large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and 

that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 

The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”. 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN*                All Glory, Laud, and Honor         ELW 344 
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*BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

P: The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you.  

P: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Today, he entered the holy city in triumph and was 

proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and 

branches along his way.  

 

Please raise your palm branches for the blessing. 

 

Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow 

our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 

resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C:  Amen 

 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: The very first Palm Sunday was a day of action. It was a day of movement, of 

crowded city streets, and cries of "Hosanna!" It was a day of peaceful protest 

and dreams for a better world. The first Palm 

Sunday was a day of peaceful, hopeful action. So friends, on this Palm Sunday, 

let us join the saints before us in an act of faith. Let us begin with an act of 

prayer, an act of honesty, an act of transformation. Let us begin by drawing 

close to God and sharing the truth of our lives. Let us begin with confession. Join 

me in prayer: 

C: Prayer of confession Jesus of Nazareth, we know that you spent your days 

teaching and healing. You marched through the streets and walked on water. 

You laid hands on the sick and broke bread at crowded dinner tables. Your 

good news was not confined to conversation. It was not confined to the Temple. 

Your good news was an act of love, alive in the world. Holy God, we long for a 

faith like that. Forgive us for the times when we confine our faith to something we 

think about, as opposed to something we act upon. Inspire us to love as you 

loved. Inspire us to act. With hope for tomorrow we pray, amen. 

P: Church family, whether or not you wave your palm branch, whether or not you 

live out your faith, whether or not you allow this good news to inspire your 

actions, God will never stop loving you. Jesus will never stop marching for you. 

The Spirit will never stop listening to you. 

C: We are claimed, loved, and held in grace. What good, good news. Amen!  
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*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also, with you.  
 

P: Let us Pray. Holy One…Give us the wisdom to act on their truth. We are 

listening. 

C: Amen. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM 

WORD 
            MATTHEW 27: 11-54 

P: The Passion of Christ, according to St. Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you 

the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by 

the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you 

not hear how many accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no 

answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner 

called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom 

do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him 

over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have 

nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 

because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders 

persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The 

governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for 

you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do 

with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 

crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all 

the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 

“I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a 

whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So he released 

Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be 

crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped 

him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown 

they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him 

and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him and took the 

reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the 

robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
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As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 

compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed 

with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had 

crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then 

they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the 

charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his 

left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You 

who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are 

the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests 

also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved 

others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from 

the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him 

now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” The rebels who were 

crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once 

one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 

gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his 

last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, 

and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his 

resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and 

appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who were 

keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 

terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY*           O Savior, Precious Savior                      ELW  820      

(Next Page) 
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*STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P:  Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to 

the dead; on the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  God of the peaceful parade, God of the humble entry, God of the people and the 

song, we come to you today with the prayers of our hearts. We come to you today 

because we know that you are a God who listens. You are a God who walks with 

us. You are a God who acts, and for that, we are grateful. 

So today, Holy One, we pray for guidance. Like Jesus, we want to act upon our 

beliefs. We want to allow the good news of the gospel to move through us. We 

want to gather people together. We want to move toward something good, but 

we admit, we are often unsure of what to do. We are unsure of the steps to take. 

We are unsure of the road before us. 

Today, we pray for. Rosemary Rizzo, Tony Rizzo, Erin Jankowski, Dee Marinov, John 

Veihdeffer, Sarah Burke, and all those we name in our hearts. 

So today we pray— give us strength. Give us the strength to live like the crowds that 

day in Jerusalem. Where they held palm branches, may we hold a hand out to our 

neighbor. May we hold open the door for each other. May we hold onto hope. 

Where they cried “Hosanna,” may we cry out for justice. May we cry out with joy. 

May we cry out to you. 

Where they laid down their coats, may we lay down our resources— our energy, our 

creativity, and our time— so that we can build your promised day here. 

We do not want to simply talk about our faith. We want to act on it, so may this 

prayer be the first step. May this prayer, and the earnestness in our hearts, move us 

closer to you. 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

Peace* 

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also, with you. 

P:  Let us share God’s peace with each other now. 
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MEAL 

OFFERING & SETTING THE TABLE 

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

C: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 

Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With cries of “Hosanna!” on our tongues, we join our voices together to pray 

the words your son taught us to pray, saying . . 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: We believe in a table-setting God 

C: who always has a seat saved for you. 

P: We believe in an inviting God 

C: who leaves the porch light on and a hand extended. 

P: We believe in a radically welcoming God 

C: who eats with the overlooked and the outcast, the hungry and the downtrodden. 

P: We believe in the good news of the gospel, which reminds us 

C: That all are welcomed, all are celebrated, all are loved, and all are claimed. 

P: Pull up a seat at God’s table. 

C: There is good news to be shared here. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep 

you in his grace forever. 

C: Amen. 

A: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As 

grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed 

the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you 

and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you 

peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Serve in love 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sending Hymn *            Go to Dark Gethsemane                        ELW  347 

(Next Page) 
  

 

POSTLUDE 
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