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*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

P: If you need good news, 

C: settle into this space. We have good news to share. 

P: If you need a word of hope, 

C: then trust us when we say, there is hope enough to go around. 

P: If you need a glimmer of joy, 

C: then you’re in luck! We have resilient joy abounding. 

P: If you need to feel God’s presence in your midst, 

C:  then know that this is God’s house. 

P: This is the good news of the gospel. 

C:  God is here. Love is real. Joy is on the move. 

Let us worship our with-us God! 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN        Our Father, by Whose Name        ELW 640 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: Friends, we are like the disciples. The day that Jesus fed 5,000, his 

disciples could not imagine a solution to the crowd’s hunger. They 

told Jesus to send the crowds away. We often do the same. Like the 

disciples, we try to follow Jesus around, but when we run into issues, 

we often cannot imagine how we could play a part. That is why we 

need the Prayer of Confession. For in this prayer, we remember that 

we can make a difference. So friends, join me in this moment of 

truth telling. Join me in prayer: 

C: Prayer of confession Holy God, with you the impossible is possible. 

5,000 can be fed. The blind can see. The hopeless can find hope. 

With you the impossible is possible, but we are quick to forget that. 

We look at our hurting world and tell ourselves that nothing can be 

done. We forget that you empowered the disciples to feed the 

crowd. We forget that you are always with us. Forgive our small-

minded ways. Forgive us for doubting that change could ever 

come. But even more so, forgive us when we refuse to be a part of 

it. With hope for a better tomorrow we pray. Amen. 

P: Family of faith, no matter how many mistakes the disciples made, 

Jesus still washed their feet. Jesus still fed them. Jesus still called 

them beloved. The same is true for you and me, so hear and 

believe this good news:  

C: today is a new day, and once again, we belong to God. We are 

forgiven. We are called. We are not alone. What good, good news. 

Amen! 
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Choir:  Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir:  Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 

the world, have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 

prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GLORY TO GOD  
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* GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also, with you.  

 

P: Holy God, we could press our ear to the page, hoping to hear you more 

clearly. We could silence all the alarms and notifications, hoping to catch 

a murmur of your voice. We could still our beating hearts, and still we 

might miss your voice. So today we pray, open up space in our hearts, in 

our spirits, in our minds, to feel your presence among us. With you, 

anything is possible. We believe. Help our unbelief. 

 C: Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  EPHESIANS 3: 7-21 

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 

the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s 

people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches 

of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, 

which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent 

was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to 

his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and 

through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. I ask 

you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which 

are your glory. 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family[a] in heaven 

and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 

strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 

this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all 

the fullness of God. 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29267a
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*GOSPEL 

MARK 6: 32-44 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter, beginning with the 32nd 

verse. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many 

saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all 

the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great 

crowd, and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without 

a shepherd, and he began to teach them many things. When it grew late, his 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 

very late; send them away so that they may go into the surrounding country 

and villages and buy something for themselves to eat.” But he answered them, 

“You give them something to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to go and buy two 

hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” And he said to 

them, “How many loaves have you? Go and see.” When they had found out, 

they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he ordered them to get all the people to sit 
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down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups of hundreds and 

of fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and 

blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to his disciples to set before the 

people, and he divided the two fish among them all. And all ate and were filled, 

and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. Those who 

had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY                Oh, Love, How Deep                          ELW 322 
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*STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P:  Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead; on the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  Calling and equipping God, many years ago, on a hillside in Galilee, you looked 

at your disciples and said, “You give them something to eat.” 

We read these ancient words again and are struck with the realization that 

from the very beginning, you have seen good in us. From the very beginning, 

you have known that we are capable of great love. From the very beginning, 

you have believed that we could make a difference. 

Calling God, help us to see that truth in ourselves. 

Help us to see your fingerprints in our lives. 

Help us to see the ways you have equipped us to serve. 

Help us to see the ways that we are capable, 

instead of only seeing the ways we stumble and get in our own way. 

God, we long to see ourselves as you do because we know that like that day in 

the Galilee, there is still work to do. Like that day on the hillside, this world is full of 

people who are hungry. We are hungry for justice, hungry for companionship, 

hungry for reasons to hope. Like that day on the hillside, this world is full of 

people who need healing. We need healing for our bodies, healing for our 

minds, healing for broken relationships. And like that day on the hillside, there is 

surely enough to go around, but we doubt and deny that truth. 

 

In particular, today we pray for Rosemary Rizzo, Tony Rizzo, Erin Jankowski, Dee 

Marinov, John Veihdeffer, Brenda May, and all those we name in our hearts 

 

So call us again, loving God. Say our names. Hand us the baskets of bread and 

fish. Tell us it’s our turn. Help us see ourselves the way you see us, for we know 

that together the impossible is possible. Until your promised day when all are fed, 

all are healed, and hunger is no more, we will continue to pray. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also, with you.    

P:  Let us share God’s peace with each other now. 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 

 

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

C: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 

Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

In hope, we will weave our voices together to pray the words that Jesus taught 

us, saying. . . 

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: We believe in a table-setting God 

C: who always has a seat saved for you. 

P: We believe in an inviting God 

C: who leaves the porch light on and a hand extended. 

P: We believe in a radically welcoming God 

C: who eats with the overlooked and the outcast, the hungry and the downtrodden. 

P: We believe in the good news of the gospel, which reminds us 

C: That all are welcomed, all are celebrated, all are loved, and all are claimed. 

P: Pull up a seat at God’s table. 

C: There is good news to be shared here. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

  

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you 

in his grace forever. 

C: Amen. 

A: Loving God, In a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the 

table. You meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits. You 

remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time. So with 

renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out 

into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With gratitude we 

pray, 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 

*BLESSING 

P: As you leave this place, when you meet anger, speak with love. When you meet 

fear, speak with hope. When you meet pain, speak with gentleness. But no 

matter what, speak this good news. For the good news of the gospel is love and 

justice for all. It is joy that surprises, and nonviolence that transforms. The good 

news of the gospel is alive in the world, so go forth speaking. For if you won’t, 

then who will? Thanks be to God for this good, good news. 

C: Amen. 

 

  
*SENDING HYMN                    We All Are One in Mission         ELW 576 

NEXT PAGE 

 

 
         DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Show Christ's love to the world. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

        POSTLUDE 
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