Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Pr.  Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Pr. Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

Pr.  We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
All  Amen.



Gathering Hymn “Shout to the Lord” ELW 821

Shout to the Lord
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Greeting

Pr.  Alleluia! Christ is risen

All. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pr. The grace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God revealed
through the empty tomb, and the power of the Holy Spirit, alive and
loose in the world, be with you all.

All And Also with you...Alleluia!

Prayer of the day
Pr. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot
live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of
love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

All Amen.

Hymn of Praise ELW Setting 10 "Come, let us join our cheerful songs”
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Announcement and Quilt Blessing

Blessing of Quilts

P: Gracious God, as we place our hands on these quilts, we join giver and
receiver, recognizing the unity of all your people in the body of Christ.

C: We celebrate being the children of God.

P: We give thanks for the variety of gifts that compose these quilts:
donations of fabric, thread and sewing machines, the faithful people who cut
the squares, design the patterns, sew the tops, iron the fabric, make backs
and fillers, tie and stitch the bindings, provide publicity, donate boxes, pack
the quilts, bring food to sustain the quilters and contribute the money for
shipping these quilts.

C: We celebrate generosity.

P: We give thanks for the fellowship of all who work together to make the
quilts, the laughter, the shared stories, the joy of crafting something with
one’s hands and heart for another and the time to reflect and wonder about
the recipient.

C: We celebrate community.

P: We send these quilts as a sign of God’s love and blessing for each person
who receives one, trusting that their quilt will be a source of comfort and
hope in the midst of disaster and fear, a symbol of Christ’s love to those who
suffer, a reminder that each recipient is a beloved child of God.

We pray that these quilts will serve a useful purpose in the life of the
recipient; that they will bring warmth in the cold, shelter from the sun and
heat, a wall for a home, or a carrier for a few precious belongings. May it be
a step in recovering one’s life and a message of care from someone they
may never meet.

C: We celebrate hope in the midst of life’s trials.

P: We remember those who have received our quilts in the past and pray
that their lives have returned to stability.

C: We celebrate the gift of life.

P: We ask that you bless the fruits of our labor and the whole mission of
Lutheran World Relief, that together we may minister to our neighbors in
need.

Bless all who give and all who receive, as we are sewn together in the unity
of your Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen



First reading 1 John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his
Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus
is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world.
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We
love because he first loved us. Those who say, 'I love God’, and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love
their brothers and sisters also.



Psalm 22:25-31
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Gospel Acclamation-- “Alleluia”

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts
live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel
before the Lord.
Their descendants shall serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “"The Lord has acted!”
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Gospel : John 15: 1-8

‘T am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed
by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.

Sermon

Hymn “O Blessed Spring” ELW 447



O Blessed Spring
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
On this fifth Sunday of Easter, let us unite in Christ to pray for all in any need,
responding to each petition with the words “Make us one in you.”

A brief silence.

God of triune mystery, as you have formed your church to be one fruitful vine,
strengthen our churches and our ecumenical connections with Christians across the
street and around the globe.

A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O loving God:
Make us one in you.

As you blessed Philip the evangelist, nurture our missionaries and theologians, our
seminaries, our Sunday schools, and all adult discussions of the faith.

A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O enlightening God:
Make us one in you.

As you brought the Ethiopian eunuch to baptism, lead all Christian communities to
welcome people of each sexual identity, every skin color, and all national backgrounds.

A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O embracing God:
Make us one in you.

As you created an earth with countless forms of plant and animal life, train us to honor
and maintain the bountiful earth that you intend for us and future generations.

A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O creating God:
Make us one in you.

As you have provided food and drink for humankind, give to all persons wisdom in their
use of wine, and strengthen recovering alcoholics in maintaining their sobriety.

A brief silence.

Hear our prayer, O empowering God:



Make us one in you.

As you call humankind to live in love with one another, bring peace to nations, to
neighborhoods, and to homes. Protect the oppressed and the vulnerable in every land,
show us the path to nonviolence in all things.

A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O reconciling God:
Make us one in you.

As you have promised to hear the cries of all the needy, listen now to the countless
people around the world who are suffering from sickness, from the coronavirus, from
injustice, from abuse, from starvation. Hear our pleas for India. We pray especially for. .

A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O healing God:
Make us one in you.

As you have sustained each of us in your love, receive now the silent petitions of our
hearts.

A longer period of silence.
Hear our prayer, O abiding God:
Make us one in you.

We remember those who have died in the faith, especially today Athanasius the
theologian and those we name in our hearts. As you have promised to bring your
people into your strong and tender embrace, preserve us until we enter with all the
saints into your everlasting mercy.

A brief silence.
Hear our prayer, O eternal God:
Make us one in you.

Into your hands, O living God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Invitation to Communion

Pr.  The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.

Offering Prayer

Pr.  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
For the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

All  Amen

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Thanksgiving at the Table: Easter

Holy, living, and loving God,

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the
flood,

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,

and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus

who, living among us,

healed the sick,

fed the hungry,

and with a love stronger than death,



gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer

Distribution of Communion
Communion music

Prayer after Communion

Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Blessing

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.

The God of life,

whose love and freedom we dwell in this Easter day,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Sending Hymn “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” ELW 389



Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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