First Sunday of Advent
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Confession and Forgiveness

Pr.

All

Pr.

All

Pr.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God,

Who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,
Who fills the hungry with good things.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

God for whom we wait.

in the presence of one another,

We confess our sin before you.

We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.

We forget that we are your children

And turn away from your love.

Forgive us, Blessed One,

And assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

God, in Jesus Christ, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit.

+your sins are forgiven.

You are children of the Most High,

Inheritors of the eternal promise,

And recipients of divine mercy.

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.



Opening Hymn: “Wake, awake, for night is flying” ELW 436
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Greeting

Pr.

All

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And Also with you.

Prayer of the day

Pr.

All

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your
life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
“O Come, O come, Emmanuel”
Verse 1

O Come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel.

Prayer around the Advent Wreath

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this
wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your
grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this
through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws
near. Amen.

The first candle is lit on the advent wreath while we sing the 4th verse.



"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Verse 4
O Come, O Branch of Jesse,
free your own from Satan’s tyranny
From depths of hell your people save,
and give them vict'ry o’er the grave.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel.

Welcome and Ahnouncements

Blessing of the Quilts
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our
righteousness.’

Psalm 25:1-10

Asst To you, O Lord,

All I lift up my soul.

Asst My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,

All nor let my enemies triumph over me.

Asst Let none who look to you be put to shame;

All rather let those be put to shame who are
treacherous.

Asst Show me your ways, O Lord,

All and teach me your paths.

Asst Lead me in your truth and teach me,

All for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I

trusted all the day long.



Asst
All
Asst
All

Asst
All
Asst
All
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All

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and
for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.

You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your
testimonies.

Gospel Acclamation-- “Alleluia”
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Gospel Luke 21:25-36

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world,
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of
Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. Now when these things
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know
that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away.

‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.’

Sermon

Hymn “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” ELW 435



Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

@g 5 J F;,_Fr_ .i —— i — .i = —J I !
. 1 Li_‘é J——J:ﬁ/—/r—dﬂd— ,,__‘_____.'__"Fg'
I Lo! he Comes with clouds de scend - ing,
2 Now re - demp - fion, long - ex - pect - ed
3 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore thee,
= : n wm— - —t
ras o——a—tpF ¢ 7
o - # T T T
once for our sal. -  wva - ton slain;
Lomes in sol - emn splen - dor near;
high on thine e - ter - nal throme;
@cj F' i — —— =
J I e '-j S o o J‘ &
thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
all the saints this world re - ject - ed
Sav - ior, take the pow'r and glo -
| S — e —— |
g. i R T e ———— =
VFd | i — || [ | | 1
" - i i T
join to sing  the glad re - frain:
thrill the  mum - pet sound o hear:
claim the king - dom as thine OWI,
| ] 1 k1 — R
: S A T N L0 B (S R e 2o P
P = ] | v | : : | F
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
Al = e - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
Al - e - lu - al - e - lw - a, al - le-
— | T = T f
f e e = e | F P @ o
J ¥ I I [+) L] I
ln - ial Christ  the Lotd re - twms 1o reign.
lu - ia! Sce the day  of God ap - ]
- ial Thou  shalt  reign, and thou a - lone!

Tear: Charles Wesbey, 1707=1788, alt.
Musicz HELMSLEY ., Thomes Olivers, 1 T15=]70%



Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God'’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

Suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father,

And he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And the life everlasting.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence. Each prayer petition ends with "Hear us O
God”, respond with “"Your mercy is great”

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to
proclaim the message of your love coming to the world. Open our hearts to
recognize your face in all people and in all of creation.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the
wind and the waves, be a healing balm to our wounded planet. May we
nurture what you have lovingly created.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all
peoples of the earth. Give a heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in
our communities (local, state, and national government officials may be
named).

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come
to all who await births, deaths, divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements,
healing, and life transitions of every kind (especially).

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from
destructive storms. We pray for those whose lives have been upended by
natural disasters (especially), for the work of Lutheran Disaster Response,
Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints
who journeyed with us and now abide in you. Even in distress and
uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive
these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Pr. Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.

Offering Prayer

Asst. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and
our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
Through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

All Amen



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: ADVENT

Holy God, the Beginning and the End,

our Salvation and our Hope,

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love

and to heal all the suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,

we await his coming again

in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us

and on this bread and wine we share:



strengthen our faith,

increase our hope,

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

Lord’s Prayer

Distribution of Communion

Communion music “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” ELW 490



Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Prayer after Communion

Asst. Most high God,
You have come among us at this table. By the spirit’s power, form us
to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen



Blessing

Pr.  The God of hope, fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, though Christ
Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

Dismissal

Asst Go in peace. Christ is near
All Thanks be to God.

Sending Hymn People, Look East” ELW 248



People, Look East
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