PARTNERSHIP ENTERS 5™ YEAR!

When North Park and St. Paul’s began
their partnership four years ago, we
questioned the wisdom of having the
- agreement come up for renewal every
’ two years. After all, the agreement
| >~ U contained all that was necessary either
to continue or to end the partnership at
any time. At our respective Annual
Meetings in January (St. Paul's) and
February (North Park) we ratified the
Partnership for the third time. And we have had a change of
heart about renewing every two years. We're grateful that the
partnership was so easily renewed, but we’re glad each
congregation had the chance to do so.
As pastors of this partnership, we spend a lot of time thinking
about it. It has born such surprising fruit over the years. The
financial arrangements for the pastors’ salary have brought
stability to St. Paul’s overall budget, and the ongoing presence
of the two of us at North Park has brought a stability that might
not have been achievable any other way. That’s the pragmatic
fruit of the partnership, but everything else is a continual
wrestling between God’s Spirit and the forces that would pull us
apart. The triumph of God’'s Spirit is measured in small
victories: the presence of each others’ members at our fish
dinners and spaghetti suppers; the women’s retreat; the joint
ventures to see Godspell last year, and the Church Basement
Ladies this year; our plans for a joint Church Picnic this coming
summer; the canvassing of the St. Paul's neighborhood for
food during North Park’s summer RAGtime program. These
and other things show the presence of God in our partnership
and bring encouragement to both congregations.

But there are always forces that work to drive us apart. Forces
of apathy, which keep us from worshipping together more than
we do; the language of “us” and “them” which is heard more
often than “we”; the cynicism which reduces everything to the
pragmatic; the lack of vision which keeps us from dreaming
together of the things we can do.

Looked at in this way, for good or for ill we’ve got quite a

(continued on page 3)
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Email — buckleymadsen1@prodigy.net
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STUDY THE WORD
Daily Lectionary - continued

4" Sunday in Lent

S

Th

Genesis 48:8-22
Romans 8:11-25
John 6:27-40
Genesis 49:1-28
1 Corinthians 10:14-
11:1
Mark 7:24-37
Genesis 49:29-
50:14
1 Corinthians 11:
2-34
Mark 8:1-10
Genesis 50:15-26
1 Corinthians 12:
1-11
Mark 8:11-26
Exodus 1:6-22
1 Corinthians 12:
12-26
Mark 8:27-9:1
Exodus 2:1-22
1 Corinthians 12:27-
13:3

Mark 9:2-13
Exodus 2:23-3:15
1Corinthians13:1-13
Mark 9:14-29

5" Sunday in Lent

S

Exodus 3:16-4:12
Romans 12:1-21
John 8:46-59
Exodus 4:10-20
(21-26) 27-31

1 Corinthians 14:
1-19

Th

Mark 9:30-41
Exodus 5:1-6:1

1 Corinthians 14:20-
33, 39-40

Mark 9:42-50
Exodus 7:8-24

2 Corinthians 2:14-
3:6

Mark 10:1-16
Exodus 7:25-8:19

2 Corinthians 3:7-18
Mark 10:17-31
Exodus 9:13-35

2 Corinthians 4:1-12
Mark 10:32-45
Exodus 10:21-11:8
2 Corinthians 4:13-18
Mark 10:46-52

Holy Week
Sunday of the Passion

S

Zechariah 9:9-12 or
Zechariah 12:9-11,
13:1, 7-9

1 Timothy 6:12-16
Luke 19:41-48
Lamentations 1:1-2,
6-12

2 Corinthians 1:1-7
Mark 11:12-25
Lamentations 1:17-22
2 Corinthians 1:8-22
Mark 11:27-33
Lamentations 2:1-9
2 Corinthians 1:23-
2:11

Mark 12:1-11

%

Visit & recommend to friends St. Paul’'s Website
www.stpaulswilliamsville.org
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a dynamic little partnership going here. God has given us
another two years together by your favorable vote. Let’s pray
for each other, work with each other, and continue to invite
the power and presence of God’s Spirit on the things we do
together!

Pastors Wendy and Tim

SOCIAL MINISTRY

0l Let your ﬁgﬁt shine!

The Lenten Season is a very good time to recommit
yourself to an active Christian faith by adding your hands to
the many mission activities here at St. Paul's and by
supporting fundraising events held at St. Paul's and North

Park to raise funds that are donated to charities serving the
needy in Western New York. Current opportunities include:

* St. Paul’s Fish Dinner is Friday, March 12". We need help
with food preparation and we need people to buy tickets.
Contact Arlene Bossert at 634-8325 or the church office at
634-2330 if you can help or need reservations. Proceeds
from the dinner will be donated to The Friends of Night
People, Habitat Women's Build 2010, Hananiah Lutheran
Church Afterschool Program and, the Kenmore-North
Buffalo Food Pantry.

* Our partners at North Park Lutheran are sponsoring two
important fund raising events beginning with a St. Joseph’s
table Saturday, March 20 and then a Baked Fish Dinner on
Friday, March 26. (See the ad in this issue of the Voice)

(Continued on page 4)

Deadline for the April 2010 issue
of THE VOICE
March 22"




Social Ministry - Continued from page 3

* Please remember to add your contributions to the North
Buffalo Food Pantry box located in the Social Hall

* Winter clothing continues to be needed at Friends of the
Night People. Place donations in the small room next to the
lavatory in front the Fellowship Room.

* Continue to bring in used postage stamps, old cell phones,
prizes for the Lutheran church homes' bingo games, and paper
boxes for our Angel Tree Project in December. There are
labeled boxes in the Social Hall and the paper boxes can be
stacked in the Youth Room.

> Congregational Care
v A meeting of members of the Visitation

r Team has been rescheduled for March 2™ at
7:30pm.

57 >

Friday, March 12, 2010
SPONSORED BY ST. PAUL’S SOCIAL MINISTRY
MATCHING FUNDS PROVIDED BY
THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS

TO BENEFIT FRIENDS OF THE NIGHT PEOPLE
HABITAT WOMEN’S BUILD 2010
HANANIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH AFTER SCHOOL PRORAM
KENMORE- NORTH BUFFALO FOOD PANTRY

Seating: 4:30pm, 5:30pm & 6:30pm
Take-out available

FISH: Adults: $9.00 (Half portion: $5.00)
Shrimp: $10.00 (Half portion: $5.00)

(Kraft Macaroni & Cheese available for children at no cost)

Tickets on sale in the church office or by calling 634-
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30 Tuesday in Holy Week

Renton Lutheran Church., Renton, Wash., gifted its community upon
its closure. Their generosity is creating apartments for homeless
veterans and a new ministry called Luther's Table. Please pray for
the former members of Renton Lutheran and for those who will be
served by these new ministries.

31 Wednesday in Holy Week

Give thanks for Waldorf College in Forest City, lowa, and its century
of partnership with the ELCA and its predecessors. Pray for Waldort
in the next phase of its life, now under private ownership, as it
continues to educate young people. Pray for the Waldorf Lutheran
College Foundation and its ongoing work along side the college to
offer campus ministry, scholarships and other support.

STUDY THE WORD
Daily Lectionary

M Genesis 41:46-57 John 5:25-29
1 Corinthians 4:8-20 M Genesis 44:18-34
Mark 3:7-19 1 Corinthians 7:25-43
T Genesis 42:1-17 Mark 5:21-43
1 Corinthians 5:1-8 T Genesis 45:1-15
Mark 3:19-35 1 Corinthians 7:32-40
w Genesis 42:18-28 Mark 6:1-13
1 Corinthians 5:9-6:11 W Genesis 45:16-28
Mark 4:1-20 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Th Genesis 42:29-38 Mark 6:13-29
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Th Genesis 46:1-7, 28-34
Mark 4:21-34 1 Corinthians 9:1-15
F Genesis 43:1-15 Mark 6:30-46
1 Corinthians 7:1-9 F Genesis 47:1-26
Mark 4:35-41 1 Corinthians 9:16-27
S Genesis 43-16-34 Mark 6:47-56
1 Corinthians 7:10-24 s Genesis 47:27-48:7
Mark 5:1-20 1 Corinthians
. ) 10:1-13
3" Sunday in Lent Mark 7:1-23
S Genesis 44:1-17
Romans 8:1-10




21 5th Sunday in Lent

We give you thanks, O God, for the vitality of the churches in
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Build up these dynamic communities,
that they may encourage other churches within the Lutheran
communion.

22 Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians
Pray for Carol Anderson, Jennifer Christen and Stephanie Olson,
volunteer teachers at Evangelické Gymnazium Juraja Tranoveskeho in
Liptovsky Mikulas, Slovakia. The Gymnazium is one of several church-
related schools to which the ELCA sends teachers.

23 Pray for Dale Goodman, executive director of Ewalu Camp and
Retreat Center, Strawberry Point, lowa, and for all outdoor ministry staff
as they prepare for another summer of activity. Pray for the children,
youth and adults who will take part in outdoor ministry experiences in
the months ahead.

24 Thank God for Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke, who serve at Kyushu
Lutheran College, a college of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Kumamoto, Japan. Patrick teaches English and Jacqueline directs a
college choir.

25 Annunciation of Our Lord

Pray for college, university and seminary students and especially for
those who are experiencing financial difficulties that could make it
difficult to continue in school. Pray for generous and encouraging
partners to help them follow their callings.

26 Thank God for the newly ordained Asian pastors: Betty Chen,
Nengyia Her, and Frank Wang; for those received through the
candidacy process from other traditions: Inba Inbasarasu, Seok Hwan
Jeong, Stephen Kung, and Omega Varma.

27 Thank God for the faithful service of Barbara Robertson in the area
of the Morogoro Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Tanzania. Ask God to bless her work as she develops and implements
a program to deal with HIV and AIDS for the surrounding communities.

28 Palm Sunday
Lord, you entered Jerusalem with a peaceful heart. Be our example that
we too can live as people of peace in this world.

29 Monday in Holy Week

Please pray for William Okweari, a Sudanese lay minister (Anyuak
tribe) whom God is using to gather Sudanese immigrants for worship in
Minneapolis and Austin, Minn.
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VS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Planned for August 9 -13, 2010 at Faith UCC Church (Corner
of Hopkins and Maple Rds.) Programming for ages 3 through
6™ grade. Dinner will be at 6:00pm and VBS programming will
end at 8:30pm. This year’s theme is "Galactic Blast.” Preview
the program at www.cokesburyvbs.com.

St. Paul's needs volunteers for all areas and of course, we
hope that all of our children will participate.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!

ST. PAUL’S SOUP COOKOFF
> Sunday, March 7, 2010 .
1 3:00pm

1%t Prize — Pair of Buffalo Sabres Tickets
Also 2" & 3™ Prizes to be awarded

Bring your best recipe in a crock pot to be judged.
(Everyone attending will judge!)

and for the kids, we will also hold a

Children’s Bake Off

1% prize — Toys-R-Us Gift Card
Also, 2" & 3" prizes to be awarded!
All entrants will receive a prize just for entering

Sign-up in the Social Hall — Join the fun,
fellowship and enjoy a great winter warm up!
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Women’s Retreat Spring 2o10

Feed On His Word
April 30 - May 1

Watch for more information!



