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JESUS IS OUR FOUNDATION - HIS SPIRIT, OUR WINGS

% was no room
for them in the inn.

Luke 27




No room then...No room now???

The Gospel of Luke casually mentions
that Joseph and Mary wrapped Jesus in
bands of cloth “and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them at
the inn.” (Luke 2:7)

Human beings are capable of
romanticizing anything, it seems, and so
we find the stable to be a charming, and endearing part of the
Christmas story. Of course, we would never think to put our own
child outside on the night of his or her birth. We would draw the
line at placing that new life in an animal’s feeding trough, in the
midst of scratchy hay.

The Gospel of John omits the charming story of the manger, but
puts the point quite well: “He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him.” (John 1:11) This gives us
something to reflect on each and every year. Where is Christ in
our life at Christmas or at any time?

Is Christ at the center of your Christmas preparations and
celebrations, or is he on the periphery, on the edges, on the
outside looking in?

We received an ad for the purchase of
buttons like the one on the right. It kind of
says it all, doesn’t it?

Be less concerned about whether
someone wishes you a “Merry Christmas”
or just “Happy Holidays.” Be more concerned about your own
Christmas celebration, that it be observed as best you can in an
intentional way, with Christ at the center, and the other customs
and traditions in their proper place.

Have a blessed Christmas!

Pastors Wendy and Tim
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STUDY THE WORD
Dally Lectionary - continued

3" Sunday of Advent

S Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
Luke 1:46-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

M Psalm 42
Isaiah 29:17-24
Acts 5:12-16

T Psalm 42
Ezekiel 47:1-12
Jude 17:25

W Psalm 42
Zechariah 8:1-17
Matthew 8:14-17,
28-34

Th Psalm 80:1-7;17-19
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Galatians 3:23-29

F Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
2 Samuel 7:18-22
Galatians 4:1-7

S Psalm 80:1-7, 23-29
2 Samuel 7:23-29
John 3:31-36

4™ Sunday of Advent

S Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-17, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

M 1 Samuel 2:1-10
Genesis 17:15-22
Galatians 4:8-20

T 1 Samuel 2:1-10
Genesis 21:1-21
Galatians 4:21-5:1

W Luke 1:46-55
Isaiah 33:17-22

Revelation 22:6-7,
18-20
Th Luke 1:46-55
2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29
Galatians 3:6-14
Nativity of our Lord
Christmas Eve
F Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20
Nativity of our Lord
Christmas Day
S Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:1-20

1° Sunday of Christmas

S Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

M Psalm 148
Proverbs 8:22-31
1 John 5:1-12

T Psalm 148

Isaiah 49:13-23
Matthew 18:1-14
W Psalm 20
Jeremiah 31:15-22
Luke 19:41-44
Th Psalm 20
Isaiah 26:1-9
2 Corinthians 4:16-18
F Psalm 20
1 Kings 3:5-14
John 8:12-19

7%

Visit & recommend to friends St. Paul’'s Website
www.stpaulswilliamsville.org
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SOCIAL MINISTRY

Al Let your ﬁgﬁt shine!

® Thanks to everyone who sent in baked goods for the North
Park Election Day Sale. They made about $400.

® Thanks to everyone who helped with St. Paul's Spaghetti
Dinner. We served around 150 dinners and cleared about
$800. Thrivent will supplement that money resulting in the
three charities we were supporting with this project each will
receive over $300. Hopefully, our donation will be a great
help at this time of the year.

® Thanks also to the folk who volunteered to cook turkeys at
home for the Friends of Night People. After you cook and
"debone" them, put the turkey in plastic bags; initial the bags
and place them in the freezer at church. They will take the
broth as well. If you have questions, contact Arlene Bossert
@ 634-8325. If you didn't get a chance to cook a turkey or
would like to do another, let Arlene know. She'll bring in more
when the freezer is cleaned out! We are blessed at St. Paul's
with so many people willing to volunteer their time and
talents!

® Please put these December dates on your calendar. New
members who are not familiar with all our programs please
don’t hesitate to ask questions. We are anxious to help you
become active in the congregation!

® The "Angel Tree" project began on November 14th. If you
have not “adopted” a child as part of this project please stop
in the Social Hall between services. We ask you to buy an
outfit and a toy that is age appropriate, wrap them and put
them in the box provided. When you receive a name you will
also receive a tag to attach to the box. WE STILL NEED
PAPER BOXES. THEY MAY BE PUT IN THE YOUTH
ROOM! We ask that all gifts be returned to church by
December 12th. When gifts have been sorted and made
ready for delivery they will be taken to Buffalo School 74.

3 Continued on page 4



