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January 2011
Friends in Christ:

Let us introduce you to the newest
member of the Buckley-Madsen
family, Sofia, who came to us
through the generosity of, our son,
Eric. Sofia taught us in less than 24

hours, the power and presence of the Lord. She came to us right
after the December Council meeting . It was about 10pm. When
we got home, she was waiting for us. There was a howling
snowstorm that night, and we were glad to be home. Before
turning in for the night, we wanted her to go outside to “do her
business.” As we were trying to get her on the leash, she jumped
away form us, out the back door, and into the storm. We
searched for her for the next two hours, on foot and by car
through the neighborhood. She was nowhere to be found. At
12:30am, we called the search off, resigning ourselves to the fact
that our new dog would die that night in the bitter cold and snow.
We were distraught. | remember saying to Eric “Let’s just give her
to God.” We slept poorly and were up early. Later in the morning
we reported this to the SPCA who advised us to call the animal-
control people in Williamsville. Personally we had no hope of
ever seeing her. About an hour after we called, we received a
call back from animal control. “I think we found your dog!” It
seems a Good Samaritan on his way home at 12:30am saw the
dog quite a ways from our home, and cared enough to catch her,
take her home, and call it in the next morning. By noon, the night
after the storm, we were reunited with Sofia.

‘Let’s just give her to God.” Without hope, sorrowful and
distraught, we gave her to the One of whom Jesus said: “Not
even a sparrow falls from the sky without my heavenly Father
knowing it.” She was returned to us alive. Maybe it makes a
better Easter story than a Christmas story. But it reminded us
again that God walks with us, and watches over us.

In this new year of Grace, 2011, remember to give each one of
your days to God. For daily miracles await those who daily walk
with him!

2 Pastors Wendy and Tim
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STUDY THE WORD

Dally Lectionary - continued

Th

S

Psalm 40:6-17 T Psalm 27:7-14
Exodus 12:1-13;21-28 Judges 7:12-22
Acts 8:26-40 Philippians 2:12-28
Psalm 40:6-17 W Psalm 27:7-14
Isaiah 53:1-12 Genesis 49:1-2, 8-13,
Hebrews 10:1-4 21-26
Psalm 40:6-17 Luke 1:67-79
Isaiah 48:12-21 Th Psalm 15
Matthew 9:14-17 Deuteronomy 16:18-
Psalm 27: 1-6 20
1 Samuel 1: 1-20 1 Peter 3:8-12
Galatians 1:11-24 F Psalm 15
Psalm 27:1-6 Deuteronomy 24: 17-
1 Samuel 9:27-10:8 25:4
Galatians 2:1-10 1 Timothy 5:17-24
Psalm 27:1-6 S Psalm 15
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 Micah 3:1-4
Luke 5:27-32 John 13:31-35

3 Sunday After Epiphany 4" Sunday After Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4 S Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 27: 1, 4-9 Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 4:12-23 Matthew 5:1-12
Psalm 27:7-14 M Psalm 3:1-17
Judges 6:11-24 Ruth 1:1-18
Ephesians 5:6-14 Philemon 1-25

Visit & recommend to friends St. Paul’'s Website
www.stpaulswilliamsville.org
Find: Current and Previous “Voice” editions
Schedule of Worship Services
Monthly Calendar of Events
Information and links to the Upper New York
Synod and to the ELCA
A explanation of what we believe as
Lutherans

Our church leadership...... and much more! 14

SOCIAL MINISTRY

Al Let your ﬁgﬁt shine!

Christmas is always a busy season with preparations for
the celebration of the birth of our Lord, social activities

around the season and charitable projects undertaken by
the congregation.

The Pastors, and the entire church leadership team
extends a sincere and heartfelt “thank you” to all who
contributed to making our charitable project successful, and
to those who participated in the activities or did the behind
the scenes planning and preparation work to keep things
moving!

Just take a moment to reflect on the activities, which made
this season special for God’s people at St. Paul’s:

Turkey cooking for Friends of the Night People

The Ladies Aid Mitten, Glove and Scarf tree

The Angel Tree Project for School 74

The book donation project for children of School 74

Christmas cards for shut-ins made by our Sunday
School children

The Family Christmas Party

Joint Advent Wednesday Worship Service at North Park

The Service of Lessons and Carols prepared by the
Chancel and Bell Choirs of St. Paul’s

The Sunday School Christmas Pageant

Caroling to shut-ins and members in care facilities

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Worship Services

Special music prepared and rehearsed by our Choirs

Quilts and Lap blankets made by the Ladies Aid for
residents of our Lutheran Homes.

® Christmas tree and Sanctuary decorations to add to the

beauty and enjoyment of the season.

Together, there is no limit to what can be accomplished
when we dedicate our service to God’s glory!



ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
of
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
will be held on

Sunday, January 30, 2011
10:15 am
(immediately following 9:00 am Worship)
in the Social Hall

The business of the congregation will include
required reports, adoption of 2011 budget, election of
Church Council and standing committee members,
vote on adoption of a replacement constitution, and
any other business brought before the meeting by the
membership.

Please note: on Sunday, January 30" only the 9:00am
Worship service will be held.

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s:
It was a wonderful event celebrating our ordination anniversaries
at Grace in Hendersonville this past Saturday (11/13). | thank
you for the picture you sent which could be included on the larger
picture of all the churches | served. | also want to thank you
again for the celebration you had for the Seiberts in May.

God bless, Pastor Seibert

Dear members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church:
Thank you all for making our Christmas season so special. Not
only did you provide us with Christmas presents for our residents
but also Bingo prizes and a wonderful chair.
Thank you again for everything!

Joan Griffin, Lutheran Church Home

“Thank you” to the carolers for coming to my house to sing and
also for the gift bag. It was very much appreciated!
4 Mike Kolb
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30 Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

Merciful God, we give you thanks for the diversity of ministry among
the churches in Ireland and the United Kingdom. We pray for the
continued companion relationship between the Lutheran Church in
Great Britain and the ELCA Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod.

31 Give thanks for Dr Mark and Linda Nygard as they serve within
the Evangelical Synod of the Nile. Mark serves as the coordinator of
graduate studies at the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo

and Linda has been working in the seminary library.

STUDY THE WORD
Daily Lectionary

S Psalm 72 Baptism of Our Lord
Genesis 12:1-7 S Isaiah 42:1-9
Hebrews 11:1-12 Psalm 29

Acts 10:34-43

2" sunday of Christmas Matthew 3:13-17

S Jeremiah 31:7-14 M Psalm 89:5-37
Psalm 147:12-20 Genesis 35:1-15
Ephesians 1:3-14 Acts 10:44-48
John 1:1-18 T Psalm 89: 5-37

M Psalm 72 Jeremiah 1:4-10
Genesis 28:10-22 Acts 8:4-13
Hebrews 11:13-22 w Psalm 89:5-37

T Psalm 72 Isaiah 51:1-16
Exodus 3:1-5 Matthew 12:15-21
Hebrews 11:23-31 Th Psalm 40:1-11

W Psalm 72 Isaiah 22:15-25
Joshua 1:1-9 Galatians 1:6-12
Hebrews 11:32-12:2 F Psalm 40:1-11

Genesis 27:30-38

Epiphany of Our Lord Acts 1:1-5

Th Psalm 29 S Psalm 40:1-11
1 Samuel 3:1-9 1 Kings 19:19-21
Acts 9:1-9 Luke 5:1-11

F Psalm 29
1 Samuel 3:10-4:1 2"! Sunday After Epiphany
Acts 9:10-19 S Isaiah 49:1-7

S Psalm 29 Psalm 40:1-11
1 Samuel 7:3-17 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Acts 9:20-31 John 1:29-42




Diefenthal, who spend 10 months a year at Kilimanjaro Christian
Medical Center in Moshi, Tanzania, and for the companion relationships
that exist between ELCA synods and dioceses of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

20 Pray for the Youth Ministry Network as it gathers for its annual
conference January 21-24 in Kansas City.

21 Lift up Paul and Stephanie Schick in Cairo. Paul serves as an
intern at St. Andrew's United Congregation and the St. Andrew's
Refugee Services ministry, working mostly with refugees from Sudan.

22  Pray for Jodi Hanson and the leaders of the Western Mission
Network's annual consultation that convenes January 21-23 at the Spirit
in the Desert Conference Center, Carefree, Ariz.

23 Third Sunday After Epiphany
Almighty God, grant your wisdom and love upon the people of Algeria,
Libya, Morocco and Tunisia, that they may live in peace and harmony.

24 Pray for the People of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Bellevue,
Wash., as their Earthkeeping Ministry helps with their area’s food crisis.

25 Conversion of Paul
Ask God to help the members of the ELCA to bring the light of the risen
Christ to others, that their lives might be transformed as was St. Paul's
on the road to Damascus.

26 Thank God for the more than 18 years of service of Judy Perry,
who most recently assisted in medical work among mothers and infants
in the People’'s Republic of China, and engaged in health worker
training with Evergreen Foundation. Pray for all medical workers and
those who care for the ill and suffering throughout Asia.

27 Commemoration of Victims of the Holocaust

Lift up ELCA's Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations staff and
others participating in The Jewish-Christian National Dialogue Table,
that understanding between Lutherans and Jews will continue to grow.

28 Pray for Elizabeth McHan in Jerusalem, as she assists Bishop
Munib Younan of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the
Holy Land as his communications assistant.

29 Lift up in prayer St Cloud State Lutheran Campus Ministry and
University Lutheran Church of the Epiphany, St. Cloud, Minn., an open
and caring community, and also all campus ministries, struggling in
these economic rough times.
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from the Parish Nurse -
Rosemary Rizzo

The Cancer Wellness Center provides Spirituality and
Healing Programs and Cancer Coaches to assist patients
and their families. FREE educational programs are held
monthly on rotating Wednesdays at Daemen
College, Business Building Room 107/109. 6:30PM -8:30PM.
Dr. Charles Sabatino from the Philosophy Department and
Dr. Cheryl Nosek from Nursing host various speakers. On
Wednesday January 12, 2011, guest leader Arlene Lina,
Reiki Master will discuss Wellness Strategies. RSVP 694-
1395.

| continue to offer health information and coaching as well as

visitation. Please call the Church Office if you need me or call
633-4593.

Happy New Year!

Are you anticipating any changes for 2011? As we turn the
calendar page, | hope you will find new opportunities for
wellness goals. Can we choose to be free of limiting thoughts
of the past and recognize that we are being divinely guided?
Perhaps we've tried something before and may not have
reached our goal. What obstacles are there? May we open
ourselves t '

How About that Mitten Tree!

We collected 21 scarves, 20 headbands, 48 hats, 90 pair of
gloves, 11 multi-piece sets and 1 pair of earmuffs, a total of
191 items!

@@“@@% Nels "Skip" Larson

55 Troy View Lane

N@W M@[ﬁfﬂb@W ‘é\ggiifgz\?/ille, NY 14221

“Thank you” to Ellen Pachioli for her recent donation to our
Church Library. Have you visited the library lately?



